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“John Muir was an early proponent of a view we 
still hold today– that much of California was virgin 
wilderness before the arrival of Europeans.  But 
as this groundbreaking book demonstrates, what 

Muir was seeing when he admired the grand 
vistas of Yosemite and the gold and purple 

flowers carpeting the Central Valley were not 
untouched lands but the fertile gardens of the 

Sierra Miwok and Valley Yokuts Indians, made 
productive and diverse by centuries of weeding, 

tilling, sowing, pruning, and burning.”   
IN: Tending the Wild, by M. Kat Anderson, 2005 

 















































































Quercus Species 
Q. agrifolia  Coast Live Oak  1 year 
Q. chrysolepis  Canyon Live Oak 2 years 
Q. engelmannii  Engleman Oak  1 year 
Q. kelloggii  Calif. Black Oak  2 years 
Q. lobata  Valley Oak  1 year 
Q. wislizeni  Interior Live Oak 2 years 





















PLANT J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Agave (Agave desertii)             

     Heart ---            

     Stalk             

     Blossoms  ---           

     Fruit   ---          

Greens             

Cactus (Opuntia sp.)             

     Buds  ---           

     Fruit    ---         

Mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa)             

Pinyon Pine Nut (Pinus sp.)             

Acorn (Quercus kellogii)             

Yucca (Yucca whipplei)             

     Heart   ---          

     Stalk    ---         

     Blossoms             

     Fruit             

Choke Cherry (Prunus virginiana)        ---     
---- Depicts earliest gathering of plant 

PLANT GATHERING 
SEASONALITY 



0 2000 4000 6000 8000

Agave
Greens
Cactus

Pinyon pine nut
Mesquite

Acorn
Yucca whipplei

Choke cherry

Staple Food Gathering Localities 

Elevation (ft) 

Desert 
Floor 

Upland Slopes Mountains 








	Diversity
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	“John Muir was an early proponent of a view we still hold today– that much of California was virgin wilderness before the arrival of Europeans.  But as this groundbreaking book demonstrates, what Muir was seeing when he admired the grand vistas of Yosemite and the gold and purple flowers carpeting the Central Valley were not untouched lands but the fertile gardens of the Sierra Miwok and Valley Yokuts Indians, made productive and diverse by centuries of weeding, tilling, sowing, pruning, and burning.”  �IN: Tending the Wild, by M. Kat Anderson, 2005�
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64

